Borderlands

A Conference on
The Alaska—Yukon
Border

YUKON HISiSRiCAL &

MUSEUMS ASGOCIATION

s BOX 4357

WHITEHORSE, YUKON
~ YIA3TR -

Whitehorse, Yukon
2-4 June {989







e







Borderlands Introduction

On  June 2-4, 1989, a conference dealing with the
Yukon/Alaska/B.C. border and the issues surrounding this border was
held in Whitehorse, YT, Canada. This venture was jointly sponsored
by the Yukon Historical and Museums Association (umbrella
organization for Yukon Museums and Historical societies), Yukon
College, The University of Victoria's Public History Group, and the

Alaska Historical Society.

The Conference theme revolved around the history of the
Yukon/Alaska and B.C./Alaska border, the impacts on people living
in those regions, and the future significance of the border to
northern peoples. Conference sessions were arranged by geographic
regions from southern coastal areas through central areas, and
north to the Arctic coast. Presentations within sessions were
arranged in rough chronological order. Although a wide variety of
information was presented for each region, uniform coverage for
these areas spanning the entire time period from native pre-contact

to present was not achieved.

In all, there were approximately one hundred and twenty people
who attended the three day conference. Participants came from many
areas within the Yukon and Alaska, as well as other parts of Canada
and the lower 48 States, and ranged from Northern native elders to
professors from Western and Eastern institutions. Approximately
thirty five academic and non-academic speakers presented papers at
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the conference on a broad range of topics.

Four separate speaking sessions were held over the weekend, as
well as an opening film festival which took place on the Friday
evening. The "Northern Heritage Film Festival" as it was entitled,
saw a collection of works shown that dealt with Yukon/Alaska issues
and relations of the past and present. This exhibition set the
stage for the weekend conference, and gave participants a glimpse
of what might be expected during the next two days. On Saturday,
an overview session was held to set the context for the whole
borderlands area and the history of the boundary itself. Oon
Sunday, two thematic sessions were held; the first dealt with
topics related to the boundary in Klondike Gold Rush times and the
second was a session on contemporary issues concerning the
boundary. The final session on Sunday dealt with debriefing
participants and preparing summary comments. One Alaskan and one
Yukoner presented their impressions on the conference and reflected

on the conference theme.

The conference was a great success, and did prove to be the
"exciting international, cultural, and educational" event as
previously billed. One aspect of the conference which was of
particular interest was the differing views people held as to what
a borderline or boundary was-- particularly those of the aboriginal
people in attendance who held a markedly different view of the

border as being a harmful physical and cultural barrier compared to



many of the other speakers who were not as directly affected by its
presence. Generally, however, the information that was presented
and exchanged certainly contributed to an improved understanding of
the borderline and the implications this boundary has for the
people associated with it. As one speaker said, "Border lines mean
many different things to different people." This sentiment was
expressed repeatedly throughout the conference, and the underlying
message seemed to be that a greater level of cross-border
communication and cooperation on pertinent issues would be

necessary in order to address the differences.

John Ryder
YHMA
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Box 517, Skagway
Alaska 99840

c/o Council for Yukon Indians
22 Nisutlin Drive
Whitehorse, Yukon, Y!A 355

41 Liard Road
Whitehorse, Yukon, Y!A 3L3

Department of History
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Victoria, B.C. V8W 2Y2
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Bryn Mawr, Pennsylvania 19010

Yukon Renewable Resources
P.O. Box 2703
Whitehorse, Yukon, YIA 2C6

4386 Julep Street
Juneau, Alaska 998017

Box 245, Dawson City
Yukon, YO0B 1G0

2405 West 51st Avenue
Vancouver, B.C.
V6P 1E9

Box 22006, Arctic Village
Alaska 99722



Page Two Borderlands Registration/Speakers

ELISABETH HAKKINEN Box 236, Haines
Alaska 99827

DOUGLAS HUDSON Fraser Valley College
Abbotsford Campus
33844 King Road, RR #2
Abbotsford, B.C., V2S5 4N2

STEPHEN HAYZOX Department of History & Philosophy
University of Alaska
3211 Providence Drive
Anchorage, Alaska 99508

WILLIAM HANABLE Alaska Regional Office
U.S. National Park Service
Anchorage, Alaska

GERALD ISAAC 14 Firth Road
wWhitehorse, Yukon
Y1A 4R6
CHIEF SYLVESTER & Taku River Indian Band
ANTONIA JACK P.o. Box 132, Atlin, B.C.
VOW 140
LU JOHNS-PENIKETT 7 Sunset Drive

Whitehorse, Yukon, YIA 4M7

BESSIE JOHNS General Delivery, Beaver C(Creek,
Yukon, YOB 1A0

LINDA JOHNSON Box 4368, Whitehorse
Yukon, Y!A 3T5

BARBARA KELCEY 1415 Grant Street
Victoria, B.C. V8R 1M4

MARCIA LEVENSON 2507 Stuart Street
Berkeley, California 94705

CATHERINE MCCLELLAN 4110 Veith Avenue
Madison, Wisconsin 53704

ROY MINTER Number 21, Coal Harbour Wharf
566 Cardero Street
Vancouver, B.C., V6G 2W6

CRAIG MISHLER 2920 High Street
Eugene, Oregon 97405

WILLIAM MORRISON Department of History
University of Victoria
P.0O. Box 1700
Victoria, B.C., V8W 2Y2
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ELIZABETH NYMAN Robinson Street
Atlin, B.C. VOW 1A0Q

DAVID NEUFELD Canadian Parks Service
Prairie & Northern Region
Historical Services
457 Main Street, Winnipeg,
Manitoba, R3B 3ES8

CLAUS NASKE P.0O. Box 80721
Fairbanks, Alaska 99708

MICHAEL PRETES Arctic Institute
University of Calgary
Calgary, Alberta, T2N 1N4

ALBERT PETER c¢/o Council for Yukon Indians
22 Nisutlin Drive, Whitehorse
Yukon, Y!A 3S5

WILLIAM SCHNEIDER Box 82088
Fairbanks, Alaska 99708

JERRY SHELEST 205 Lakeside Drive
Kitchener, Ontario
NZ2M 4C7

ANGELA WHEELOCK Bag 2795, Box 230

Whitehorse, Yukon, Y!A 3V5

SAM WILLIAMS ¢/o Champagne/Aishihik Indian Band
Haines Junction, Yukon
YOB 1LO

DOUG WHYTE 14 Casino Street

Whitehorse, Yukon, Y!A 3B9
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NAME ADDRESS
Grant Abbott 17 Dawson Road, Whitehorse, Y1A 426
Robin Armour 13 Chalet Cresent, Whitehorse, Y!A 3HZ
Bruce Barrett/Jjudy Forrest Box 4813, Whitehorse, YIA 4N6
J. Booth Box 5417, whitehorse, YI!A 5H4
Pam Boyde Box 248, Whitehorse, Y!A 1MO
Gwyn Butler 522 Grove Street, Whitehorse, Y!A 5J7
Angela Brewster Site 15, Comp. 50, R.R. #2, Whitehorse, YIA 5A5
David Charlie General Delivery, 0ld Crow, YOB INO
Brenda Clark 4126 Cabot Place, Victoria, B.C. V8N 4V8
Tim Coonen George Johnston Museum, Teslin, YOA 1BO0
Terry Cook 2138 Hubbard Crescent, Gloucester, Ont. K!J 6LZ2
Joan & Doug Craig 32 Sunset Drive, Whitehorse, YA 4M8
Margaret Crook 100-Lambert Street, #305, Whitehorse, Y!A 122
Leslie Cole/John Crump 15 Firth Road, Whitehorse, Y1A 4R5
Bob and Dale DeArmond 422 Calhoun Ave., Juneau, Alaska 99801
Paulette Dozols 14 Cassino, Whitehorse, Y!A 3B8
Bill Ferguson 401A-93 Lewes Boulevard, Whitehorse, YIA 3J4
Gunter Glaeser Site 10, Comp. 21, RR#!, Whitehorse, YIA 426
Graham Gomme University of Victoria, Political Science Dept.
Victoria, B.C. V8W 2YZ
Ruth Gotthardt 30-5059, 5th Avenue, Whitehorse, YI!A 1K9
Marc Goudreau Site 20, Comp. 137, RR#!, Whitehorse, YIA 426
Karl Gurcke P.0. Box 157, Skagway, Alaska, 99840
Valerie Graharn 84 Teslin Road, Whitehorse, Y!A 3M8
Jane Haigh 280 E Birch Hill Rd., Fairbanks, Alaska, 99712
Patricia Hall:day 308 Hawkins St., Whitehorse, YIA 1X6
Jennifer Hamilton Canadian Parks SErvice, 457 Main St., Winnipeg,

Manitoba, R3B 3ES8

Mary Hanick 617 St. Anns, Douglas, Alaska 99824
Greg Hare Box 5315, Whitehorse, YA 42Z
Paula Hassard Box 192, Dawson City, Yukon, Y0B 1GO

Susan Haymes 418 EAst Street, Juneau, Alaska, 99801
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Jeff Hunston 36 Tay Street, Whitehorse, Y!A 4M5

Lori Jackson Site 20, Comp. 82, RR#!, Whitehorse, YIA 426

Lynnette Jentoft-Nilson Sheldon Museum, Box 623, Haines, Alaska 99827

Donna Johnstone 18 Tutshi Rd., Whitehorse, Y!A 3R3

Heather Jones Box 97, Carcross, Yukon, YOB 1B0

Robert King 3800 Coventry Drive, Anchorage, Alaska 99163

Dilys Kluthe 213 Alsek Road, Whitehorse, Y!A 4R3

Gretchen Lake 2008 Esquire, Fairbanks, Alaska 99709

Ernie Lawton Box 664, Prince Albert, Saskatchewan, S6V 552

Brent Liddle Haines Junction, Yukon, YOb 1LO

Sarah Locke 28 Bell Crescent, Whitehorse, Y!A 47T5

Trudy Long Box 5319, Haines Junction, Yukon, YOB I1LO

Ann MacDonald Box 5991, Whitehorse, Yukon, Y!A 5L7

Nancy MacPherson RR!, Site 18, Box 2, Whitehorse, Y!A 426

Richard Martin 1-11th Avenue, Whitehorse, Y!A 4HS

Jeanette McCrie #316, 97C Lewes Boulevard, Whitehorse, Y!A 3J4

Evolyn Melville 2526 Outside Boulevard, North Pole, Alaska 99705

Robin Minion Boreal Institute, CW401 Biological Sciences, University
of Alberta, Edmonton, Alberta, T6G 2E9

Christina Nyers 4206 Wakefield Place, Victoria, B.C. V8N 6ES

Lynn Ogden Yukon College, Box 2799, Whitehorse, Y1A 5K4

Alix O'Grady 1604 Mileva Lane, Victoria, B.C. V8N 2V5

Liane 0'Grady 313-97C Lewes Blvd., Whitehorse, Y1A 3J4

Doug Olynyk Heritage Branch, Box 2703, Whitehorse, YIA 2C6

Lana Panko P.O. Box 102, Dawson City, YOB 1GO

Brian Paul 17 Tay Street, Whitehorse, Y!A 4M5

Juri Peepre 28 Bell Crescent, Whitehorse, YI!A 4T5

Brian Pelchat RR!, Site 12, Comp., 43, Whitehorse, Y14 426

Denise Pollock Site 12, Comp. 47, RR#!, Whitehorse, Y!A 426

David Porter 39 Oak Street, Whitehorse, YIA 4A9

John Ritter Yukon Native Language Centre, Yukon College,
Box 2799, Whitehorse, Y!A 5K4

L. Rowinski 4065 Tanana Lp. Est., Delta Jct., Alaska 99737

Wendy Shanks 17 Tay Street, Whitehorse, Y!A 4M5

Joan Shaxon 103, 5061-5th Avenue, Whitehorse, YI1A 1L1

Kathryn Shelton Alaska State Library, P.O. Box G, Juneau, Aka 99811-0571

India Spartz Alaska State Library, P.O. Box G, Juneau, Aka 99811-057!
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Robert & Barbari: ~tudds 30 Dieppe Drive, Whitehorse, Yra 3A9

Darielle Talar::: RRH2, Site 15, Comp. 76, Whitehorse, Y14 5A5

Fay Tangermann Site 10, Comp. 21, !, Whitehorse, YIA 4Z6

Elizabeth A Tower 6761 Roundtree, Anchorage, Alaska 99516

Ron & Kip Veale 273 Alsek Road, Whitehorse, Y!A 4TI

Helen Weigel 318-97C Lewes Boulevard, Whitehorse, yra 3J4

Margaret Wheatley 95 walnut Crescent, Whitehorse, YIA 5C7

David Zimmerman Department of History. University of Victoria,
p.0. Box 1700, Victoria, B.C. V8W 2Y2

CONFERENCE CO-SPONSORS:

YUKON HISTORICAL & MUSEUMS ASSOCIATION
BOX 4357, WHITEHORSE, YUKON TERRITORY
CANADA, Y1A 5J7

Phone: (403) 667-4704

ALASKA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
BOX 100299, Anchorage, Alaska 99510-0299
Phone: (907) 561-1651

YUKON COLLEGE
College Place

P.0O. Box 2799
whitehorse, Y!A 5K4
Ccanada

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY
University of Victoria
pP.0O. Box 1700
Victoria, B.C.

Canada, V8W 2Y2







